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A  Brief  Word-picture  of  Johnstown’s  Second  Disastrous  Flood 


Flood,  mud— and  misery  descended  upon  Johns¬ 
town  on  the  afternoon  of  St.  Patrick’s  Day,  March 
17,  1936.  The  result:  eight  lives  lost  and  thirty 
million  dollars  damage  to  residences,  factories  and 
business  establishments. 

Forty-seven  years  before,  this  same  community 
experienced  the  havoc  and  disastrous  results  of 
water  uncontrolled.  Stark  tragedy  stalks  through¬ 
out  every  page  of  the  story  of  that  flood.  Almost 
2,300  persons  lost  their  lives  in  the  cruel,  ruthless 
rush  of  water  that  engulfed  the  community  when 
the  South  Fork  dam  let  go. 

Johnstown  has  been  more  fortunate  in  this  later 
day  flood;  material  things  can  be  replaced  but  lost 
lives  are  forever  beyond  recall.  In  mourning  those 
lives  which  were  lost,  let  us  not  be  unmindful  of  a 
spirit  of  thankfulness  that  the  loss  of  life  was  no 
greater. 

With  the  advent  of  spring  close  at  hand,  Johns¬ 
town  was  set  to  usher  in  a  new  season  of  life  and 
hopefulness.  Banners  strung  across  highways  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  city  announced  that  Wednesday,  Thurs¬ 


day  and  Friday,  March  18-20,  had  been  set  aside 
as  Spring  Opening  Days.  Elaborate  plans  had  been 
made  to  usher  in  the  new  season  in  a  fitting  man¬ 
ner.  As  the  final  touches  were  being  given  these 
preparations  on  Tuesday  noon,  disaster  struck. 

The  second  devastating  flood  was  the  result  of 
a  heavy  twenty-four  hour  rainfall,  accompanied  by 
a  tremendous  volume  of  water,  released  from  the 
heavy  snow  packs  throughout  the  area  as  they 
melted  under  the  influences  of  driving  rain.  Al¬ 
though  the  rivers  were  rising  steadily  during  the 
morning,  little  danger  was  looked  for  at  noon^ — yet 
within  three  hours  downtown  traffic  was  com¬ 
pletely  paralyzed. 

About  two  o’clock  waters  began  surging  over 
the  river  bank  along  Vine  and  Stonycreek  streets 
and  within  a  few  hours  every  person  in  the  city 
realized  the  menace  which  confronted  them.  Em¬ 
ployees  in  stores,  offices,  and  other  business  cen¬ 
ters  were  trapped;  a  few  were  able  to  wade  to 
safety;  some  were  taken  from  dangerous  positions 
to  more  secure  places  by  means  of  boats;  the  ma¬ 
jority,  however,  were  forced  to  seek  safety  on 


higher  floors.  Residents  of  the  lower  sections  of 
the  city  quickly  sought  higher  ground  as  they  real¬ 
ized  the  seriousness  of  the  situation.  Boats,  canoes, 
and  improvised  rafts  were  used  in  rescuing  many 
from  dangerous  positions  as  the  afternoon  waned 
and  darkness  settled. 

A  dreary,  nerve-wracking,  restless  night  was  in 
prospect  for  all.  Without  communication,  with  no 
light  except  the  faint  glow  from  candles  or  flash¬ 
lights,  and  a  steady  rain  falling,  the  stage  was  set 
for  stark,  fearful  panic— and  it  came.  About  nine- 
thirty  the  Wilmore  dam  was  reported  to  have 
broken.  As  this  rumor  swept  through  Hornerstown 
and  Moxham,  reason  left  and  was  supplanted  by 
fear^ — within  a  few  minutes  the  hills  surrounding 
this  area  were  packed  with  people  seeking  safety. 
In  the  mad  dash  many  sought  safety  only  partly 
clad.  Drenched  to  the  skin,  they  rushed  madly 
through  mud  and  rocks  as  they  clambered  up  the 
steep  hillsides.  W^ithin  a  few  hours  fear  subsided 
and  they  groped  their  way  down  the  hill  to  their 
own  homes,  to  spend  a  night  of  uneasiness. 

Dawn  came  with  the  promise  of  a  beautiful 
spring  day.  As  the  morning  advanced  the  sun 
shone  brightly  and  thousands  made  their  way  about 
the  city  to  view  the  damage.  Everyone  felt  that 
the  flood  was  over  and  on  every  hand  great  activity 
was  witnessed  as  hundreds  started  to  clean  up. 


Shortly  after  noon  the  skies  darkened  and  rain 
again  pelted  the  earth. 

About  two- thirty  W^ednesday  afternoon  a  re¬ 
port  that  the  Quemahoning  Dam,  one  of  the 
mightiest  in  the  country,  had  burst;  sent  thousands 
in  a  breakneck  stampede  to  the  hills.  With  only 
the  thought  of  reaching  high  ground,  and  disregard¬ 
ing  all  thoughts  of  caution,  people  fought  their  way 
through  heavy  streams  of  traffic  in  a  mad  scramble 
to  reach  the  hills.  When  the  streets  had  cleared, 
the  still  form  of  a  woman  gave  mute  testimony  of 
the  ruthlessness  of  this  fear-driven  horde.  This 
report,  too,  proved  to  be  false,  and  once  more  people 
returned  to  their  flood-ravished  homes. 

As  this  second  day  of  terror  ended,  normalcy 
began  to  again  assert  itself.  Then  came  the  real 
test  of  human  abilities.  Faced  with  mud,  wreck¬ 
age,  and  absolute  chaos  on  every  hand,  city  offi¬ 
cials  were  not  found  wanting.  Driven  by  the  domi¬ 
nant  force  of  Mayor  Daniel  J.  Shields,  who  set  the 
pace  for  all  to  follow,  city  officials  and  business  and 
civic  leaders  soon  had  a  definite  program  of  re¬ 
construction  under  way.  We  have  great  cause  to 
be  thankful  that  such  resourceful  leaders  were  on 
hand  to  assume  this  responsibility.  With  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  God  such  resourcefulness  will  build  a  better 
city^ — a  city  that  will  in  every  way  reflect  a  friend¬ 
liness  toward  all  for  their  sympathy  and  helpful¬ 
ness  during  its  hour  of  need. 


PERTINENT  SIDE-GLANCES: 

Order  Well  Preserved:  In  a  state  resembling 
martial  law,  the  city  was  well  policed  by  units  of 
the  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  the  State  Po¬ 
lice,  and  the  State  Highway  Patrol.  National 
Guardsmen  numbering  1,174  enlisted  men  w  ith  114 
officers.  State  Police  units  with  three  officers  and 
sixty-eight  men,  and  the  Highway  Patrol  with  three 
officers  and  ninety  men  comprised  a  police  force 
numbering  almost  2,000  officers  and  men.  National 
Guard  units  were  withdrawn  from  the  city  Satur¬ 
day,  March  28,  and  Sunday,  March  29. 

THE  WPA: 

The  Herculean  task  of  digging  Johnstown  out 
of  the  mud  was  handed  to  the  WPA  organization. 
How  well  they  accomplished  it  is  now  a  matter  of 
record.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  many  critics  have 
been  forced  to  acknowledge  that  here  was  one  or¬ 
ganization  that  proved  its  worth. 

In  praising  the  WPA  for  their  untiring  efforts 
in  cleaning  up  the  city.  Mayor  Shields  expressed 
the  feelings  of  every  citizen  when  he  said:  “I  take 
my  hat  off  to  any  organization  that  can  accomplish 
the  work  that  the  WPA  did  since  our  terrible  flood. 
I  give  the  WPA  officials  and  their  men  in  the  street 
my  unstinted  praise  for  the  way  they  have  labored 
in  behalf  of  my  constituency.” 


THE  C.C.C.: 

Seven  hundred  of  the  C.  C.  C.  were  engaged  in 
cleaning  up  more  than  600  residences.  The  contin¬ 
gent  consisted  of  500  junior  members  drawn  from 
the  Salisbury,  Blue  Hole,  Hooszer,  and  Fort  Ne¬ 
cessity  camps,  and  200  veterans  from  Stackhouse 
Park  camp.  Property  owners  highly  commended 
the  C.  C.  C.  boys  for  their  assistance  and  were  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  the  spirit  with  which  these  boys 
entered  upon  the  disagreeable  task.  The  junior 
members  were  quartered  in  the  Cochran  Junior  High 
School  while  on  the  job. 

VOLUNTEER  FIRE  COMPANIES: 

About  twenty-five  fire  companies  assisted 
greatly  in  pumping  out  160  flooded  cellars.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this  valuable  assistance,  several  companies 
stood  by  to  answer  alarms  and  several  furnished 
emergency  lighting  units  which  proved  invaluable 
during  the  time  regular  service  was  unavailable. 

SAFETY  INSPECTION  CREWS: 

Hastily  recruited  from  mines  in  the  local  area, 
and  working  under  the  direction  of  state  mine  in¬ 
spectors,  several  safety  crews  carefully  inspected 
cellars  throughout  the  flooded  area  for  leaking  gas 
lines  which  might  have  caused  serious  explosions 
and  fires.  These  men,  working  without  pay. — ’and 
for  long  hours^ — deserve  the  sincere  thanks  of  all 
our  populace. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION: 

Hats  off  to  the  American  Legion!  Their  imme¬ 
diate  response  to  this  crisis  is  almost  unparalleled 
by  any  other  organization  in  great  drama  of  flood 
and  danger.  Not  only  did  they  respond  during  the 
first  dark  hours  but  through  a  week  of  hardship 
and  privation  they  stood  by^ — ^rendering  aid  to  any 
who  came  within  their  portals.  Hard  hit  in  their 
own  quarters,  on  the  lower  end  of  Main  Street, 
the  Legion  struck  back  and  within  a  short  time  their 
home  was  a  beehive  of  energy,  well  directed  to¬ 
ward  feeding,  housing  and  caring  for  the  minor  in¬ 
juries  which  many  suffered.  The  part  played  by 
the  Legion  in  rescuing  trapped  people  will  never  be 
forgotten^  nor  will  their  whole-hearted,  unselfish, 
relief  work,  performed  for  more  than  two  weeks 
after  the  flood,  ever  leave  the  memory  of  our  peo¬ 
ple.  The  splendid  work  done  in  Johnstown  by 
Post  294  is  typical  of  the  invaluable  assistance  ren¬ 
dered  by  this  great  organization  throughout  the 
twelve  states  in  the  flood  area. 


DAM  SAFETY: 


Despite  wild  rumors,  every  dam  in  the  area 
passed  through  the  crisis  without  any  danger  of 
breaking.  It  is  lamentable  that  such  assurance,  as 
that  voiced  by  numerous  engineers  and  officials  on 
Friday,  could  not  have  been  passed  on  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  public.  Had  suitable  means  of  communication 
been  available  there  would  have  been  no  wild 
dashes  to  the  hills. 

The  Quemahoning,  largest  dam  in  the  area,  (see 
map)  was  in  no  donger  at  any  time  during  the  flood 
stage.  In  fact  it  has  been  pointed  out  by  engineers 
that  this  immense  dam  actually  held  a  huge  volume 
of  water  in  check,  thus  preventing  a  larger  volume 
of  water  from  reaching  the  flooded  area. 

At  the  peak,  the  water  was  still  7  feet,  9  inches 
from  the  top  of  the  breast.  (See  water  line  on  photo 
of  dam.)  All  other  dams  in  the  area  were  in  an 
equally  sound  condition. 


EXCLUSIVE  FEATURE 

Flood  Map  of  the  City  of  Johnstown. 
No  other  map  like  it  has  ever  been  publish¬ 
ed.  It  provides  a  permanent  record  of  the 
Second  Johnstown  Flood. 


The  following  map  graphically  illu^rates  the  large  portion  of 
the  city  which  was  submerged  by  flood  waters.  Mere  figures  alone 
cannot  tell  the  story--only  by  such  means  of  comparison,  as  provided 
by  this  map,  can  a  person  realize  to  what  great  extent  this  city  suf¬ 
fered. 

The  yellow  tint  accurately  shows  the  area  submerged.  Care¬ 
ful  scrutiny  will  disclose  all  points  which  were  under  water  during 
the  crest  of  the  flood.  This  map  is  provided  with  a  sincere  hope  that 
it  may  bring  to  non-residents  an  appreciative  understanding  of  the 
wide-spread  destruction  which  our  citizens  suffered. 

We  have  tried  to  be  accurate  in  every  detail.  Due  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  reduction,  necessary  to  include  this  map  in  a  book  of  this  size, 
some  few  inaccuracies  may  result. 

We  hope  you  will  appreciate  our  efforts  in  presenting  such  a 
graphic  illustration  of  the  great  area  covered  by  flood  water. 


The  following  map  graphically  illustrates  the  large  portion  of 
the  city  which  was  submerged  by  flood  waters^  Mere  figures  alone 
cannot  tell  the  story--only  by  such  means  of  comparison,  as  provided 
by  this  map,  can  a  person  realize  to  what  great  extent  this  city  suf¬ 
fered. 

The  yellow  tint  accurately  shows  the  area  submerged.  Care¬ 
ful  scrutiny  will  disclose  all  points  which  were  under  water  during 
the  crest  of  the  flood.  This  map  is  provided  with  a  sincere  hope  that 
it  may  bring  to  non-residents  an  appreciative  understanding  of  the 
wide-spread  destruction  which  our  citizens  suffered. 

We  have  tried  to  be  accurate  in  every  detail.  Due  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  reduction,  necessary  to  include  this  map  in  a  book  of  this  size, 
some  few  inaccuracies  may  result. 

We  hope  you  will  appreciate  our  efforts  in  presenting  such  a 
graphic  illustration  of  the  great  area  covered  by  flood  water. 


CITY  OF  JOHNSTOWN,  PA. 
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Left  Top:  Shortly  after  two  o’clock  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon.  Intersection  of  Main,  Bedford  and  Clin¬ 
ton  Streets. 


Left  Bottom:  Two  flood  demolished  autos  in  front 
of  Geis  Store,  Clinton  Street. 


Below:  Intersection  of  Main,  Bedford  and  Clinton 
Street  early  Wednesday  morning  showing 
wreckage  piled  against  Wertz  Drug  Store. 


Photos  by  Mr.  Walko,  Andrew’s  Studio 


Capital  Hotel,  Main  Street  side.  Water  levels 
of  both  '89  and  '36  floods  are  accurately  indi¬ 
cated. 

Wreckage  piled  against  the  Haynes  Street  bridge. 

This  picture  gives  a  good  impression  of  the 
damage  done  on  A  Street,  Morrellville. 
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1.  Looking  up  Vine  Street  from  Incline  bridge. 
Arrow  indicates  level  of  water  at  flood  crest. 

2.  The  Franklin  Street  Bridge;  washed  from  its 
piers  about  9:30  o’clock,  Wednesday  morning. 

3.  This  scene  greeted  the  eyes  of  persons  ma¬ 
rooned  in  homes  in  central  part  of  the  city. 


Above:  Tuesday  afternoon  as  the  rising  waters  sub¬ 
merged  the  corner  of  Stonycreek  and  Vine 
Streets. 

Above  Right:  Another  view  of  the  intersection  of 
Vine  and  Stonycreek  Streets.  At  crest  of  flood 
the  gas  station  in  background  was  completely 
covered. 

Right:  The  Ferndale-Moxham  Bridge  just  as  the 
angry  Stonycreek  began  to  break  over  it.  This 
photo  taken  Tuesday  afternoon  about  3:45. 


t.  Stony  creek  River  from  Haynes  Street  Bridge. 

2.  Looking  sooth  on  Pine  Street  from  Bedford;  note 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church  Steeple  in  rear. 

3.  Up  the  Stonycreek  from  Baumer  Street;  note  the 
Poplar  Street  Bridge  in  background. 

4.  Flood  waters  submerging  Pine  Street  at  Poplar. 

5.  The  same  corner  35  minutes  later;  waters  having 
risen  4  feet  in  such  short  time. 

These  photos  by  Robert  Miller 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


Twenty-five  feet  of  snow  along  Route  56  to 
Windber,  February  15,  1936.  Heavy  snows 
were  a  contributing  factor  in  this  disaster. 


Safety  Building,  Washington  Street,  showing 
high  water  mark. 


One  of  the  many  efficient  nurses  who  did  he¬ 
roic  service  after  the  flood. 


Hickory  and  Pine  Streets  Wednesday  morning. 
Note  the  small  store  washed  out  on  Pine  Street. 


The  Point,  junction  of  the  Stonycreek  and  Little 
Conemaugh  rivers;  Wednesday  morning. 
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Eighth  Ward  Service  Station  as  the  waters 
gradually  submerged  it. 


Freight  car  thrown  through 
B.  &  O.  yards,  Hornerstown. 


lumber  shed- 


Large  hopper  car,  one  of  five  used  in  an  at¬ 
tempted  rescue  of  stranded  street  car  motor- 
men  at  west  end  of  Broad  Street. 


1.  This  kind  of  spirit  will  make  possible  a  bigger 
and  better  Johnstown. 

2.  Huge  coal  cars  of  Bird  Coal  Co.,  wrecked  near 
their  Kelso  tipple. 

3.  Burning  wreckage  and  refuse  in  the  big  clean¬ 
up  after  the  flood. 
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1.  Cherry  Street,  looking  towards  Stonycreek 
River.  Note  wreckage  in  center  background. 

2.  Stonycreek  Street,  near  the  Point.  Arrow  indi¬ 
cates  high  water  mark  in  this  section. 

3.  This  family,  in  Woodvale,  begins  the  huge  task 
of  cleaninq-up  their  flooded  home  on  lolite 
Alley. 

4.  Three  P.  R.  R.  engines  washed  into  the  Cone- 
maugh  River  bed  as  tracks  gave  way  before 
the  rushing  waters. 


1.  C.  C.  C.  boys,  quartered  at  Cochran  Junior 
High  School,  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest 
period. 

2.  The  ingot  stripper  at  Lower  Cambria  as  it 
looked  late  Tuesday  afternoon  from  the 
Brownstown  hillside. 

3.  12  feet  of  sand  washed  over  the  once  fertile 
acres  of  the  Barron  farm  near  Kelso. 

This  photo  graphically  explains  why  there’s  no 
trolley  service  to  Windber.  Scene  near  Kelso. 


4. 


3. 


4. 


1. 


Huge  cranes  replace  P.  R.  engines  on  track  in 
Conemaugh  yard. 

Here’s  what  Stonycreek  did  to  one  truck  ma¬ 
rooned  across  from  Kelso. 

Even  the  high  Conemaugh-Franklin  Bridge  was 
damaged. 

Westmont  Upper  Yoder  High  School,  one  of 
the  many  centers  of  relief  activities. 


1.  The  John  Street  Bridge,  Wednesday  morning. 
Note  wreckage  piled  against  upper  side. 

2.  Baumer  Street  cluttered  with  several  small 
buildings. 

3.  The  mighty  Stone  Bridge  which  withstood  the 
forces  of  its  second  flood. 

4.  Tuesday  afternoon  about  3  o’clock  at  the 
Haynes  Street  Bridge. 

5.  A  few  of  the  thousands  that  viewed  the  damage 
the  morning  after. 


1.  A  Wednesday  morning  scene  at  the  Wire  Mill 
office;  Coopersdale  Bridge  in  background. 

2.  The  Wire  Mill  stock  yard  y^t  under  water  on 
Wednesday  morning. 

3.  A  view  of  the  Unknown  p^ot,  Grandview  ceme¬ 
tery,  where  more  than  750  unidentified  victims 
of  the  ’89  flood  are  buried, 

4.  Vine  Street,  from  Bedford  as  the  waters  rose 
Tuesday  afternoon. 

5.  Arrow  indicates  height  of  flood  at  this  point  on 
Bedford  Street  at  corner  of  Haynes  Street. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


Spillway  and  breast  of  Quemahoning  Dam. 

Large  areas  of  ice  on  the  Quemahoning  Dam 
Saturday,  March  21,  1936. 

Breast  of  Quemahoning.  Arrow  indicates  peak 
of  water;  7-feet,  nine  inches  below  top. 

Spillway  of  North  Fork  Dam. 

Looking  toward  head  waters  of  North  Fork 
Dam. 

Breast  of  North  Fork  Dam. 


QUEMAHONINC  RESERVOIR 
CAPACITY  11,500,000,000  GAL 
FLOODED  AREA  886  ACRES. 
DEPTH  80  FEET 
ELEVATION  1620  FT. 

AREA  WATERSHED  92  50.  MILES 
BUILT  1913.  OWNED  BY 
MANUFACTURERS  WATER  CO. 


DALTON  RUN  RESERVOIR 
CAPACITY  150,000,000  CAL. 
FLOODED  AREA  18.8  ACRES 
DEPTH  54  FT. 
ELEVATION  1485  FT. 
BUILT  1901-05 -OWNED  BY 
JOHNSTOWN  WATER  CO. 


ST.  CLAIR  reservoir 
CAPACITY  l5.000,0OOCAL 
depth  20  FEET 
BUILT  1379.  NOTIN  USE 
SINCE  1919.  OWNED  BY 
JOHNSTOWN  WATER  CO. 


GEMRU  MAF  SHOWING 
ILOCATIOMS  OFmSERVOm. 
THAT  SUPPLY  JOHNSTOWN 
\  WITH  miER  FOR  DOMESTIC 
\  AND  INDUSTRIAL  USES 


LAUREL  RUN  RESERVOIR 
CAPACITY  101,000,000  CAL. 
FLOODED  AREA  22  ACRES 
DEPTH  30  FT. 

BUILT  1915-19.  OWNED  BY 
JOHNSTOWN  WATER  CO. 


HINCKSTON  RUN  RESERVOIR 
CAPACITY  1,124,000,000  CAL 
FLOODED  AREA  120  ACRES 
DEPTH  73  FEET 
BUILT  1905:  OWNED  BY 
MANUFACTURERS  WATER  CO: 


CONEMAUOH  4  FRANKLIN 
WATER  CO.  RESERVOIRS 


V 

AREA  64  ACRES 
DEPTH  92  FT. 
ELEVATION  1485  FT. 
BUILT  1908-14.  OWNED  BY 
JOHNSTOWN  WATER  CO. 
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1.  Poplar  Street  at  Pine — ^Tuesday  afternoon  at 
3  o’clock.  Note  bridge  in  background. 

2.  Rescuing  horses  from  Shaffer  Ice  Co.  stables  in 
Hornerstown. 

3.  Poplar  Street  on  Wednesday  morning  with  the 
bridge  “out.” 

4.  Main  Street,  at  the  Auditorium.  Note  deep  de¬ 
posits  of  mud. 


1.  Hillside  Boulevard  early  Wednesday  morning. 

2.  Corner  Cherry  and  Pine  Streets  Wednesday 
morning.  Note  deep  mud  in  front  of  small 
truck. 

3.  Pine  and  Hickory  Streets  Wednesday.  Smith 
Lumber  Co.  wreckage  clearly  visible  in  back¬ 
ground. 

4.  View  from  Hillside  Boulevard  Wednesday 
morning  showing  Cambria  Plant  yet  under 
water. 

5.  Flooded  section  in  Morrellville;  rear  of  A 
Street. 


1.  Interior  of  Penn  Traffic  Store. 

2.  Wreckage  of  Fourth  Avenue  Bridge,  Cambria 
City. 

3.  Plenty  of  mud^ — Horner  and  Cedar  Streets. 

4.  P.  R.  R.  track  wreckage,  Conemaugh  yards. 

5.  Flood  wrecked  autos  in  rear  of  Penn  Traffic. 
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1.  Marooned  B.  6  O.  engine  at  Bedford  Street 
crossing. 

2.  Tire  store  ruins  on  Conemaugh  Street. 

3.  A  view  across  the  Stonycreek  River  from  Eighth 
Ward  Transfer  showing  B.  &  O.  railroad  yards. 

4.  Bedford  Street,  from  Vine  to  Main,  Wednes¬ 
day  morning. 


Entire  back  torn  from  house  on  A  Street. 

Normally  a  busy  corner,  the  intersection  of 
Somerset  and  Napoleon  Streets  permitted  pas¬ 
sage  by  boat  only  on  Wednesday  morning. 

House  torn  from  foundations  and  swept  across 
Stonycreek  Street. 

Wreckage  of  Poplar  Street  bridge. 
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Central  Park — ^view  shows  bust  of  Joseph 
Johns,  city  founder,  resting  at  base  of  monu¬ 
ment. 


Firstj  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Franklin 
Street  opposite  Willow,  Arrow  indicates  height 
of  water  in  this  part  of  city. 


Scenes  of  wreckage,  such  as  this,  greeted  the 
eye  on  every  hand. 


Baumer  Street  looking  up  the  Stonycreek  river. 


1.  Another  view  of  the  Ferndale-Moxham  Bridge 
as  the  Stonycreek  gradually  rose  on  this  section 
of  Moxham. 

2.  Wreckage  of  the  old  Alhambra  Theater,  Broad 
Street,  as  seen  from  rear  of  building. 

3.  The  Woodvale  Bridge  as  it  appeared  Wednes¬ 
day  morning  after  one-half  had  been  washed 
away  by  the  Conemaugh  River. 

4.  A  Wednesday  morning  view  that  shows  four 
feet  of  water  on  Washington  Street  at  the 
Cambria  Free  Library.  At  flood  crest  water 
at  this  point  was  just  below  Street  light  at  left 
of  photo. 

5.  One  auto  as  it  appeared  after  the  waters  re¬ 
ceded.  This  is  one  of  more  than  2,000  auto¬ 
mobiles  which  were  wrecked  during  flood. 


Washington  Street,  Market  to  Walnut,  as  the 
waters  receded. 

Resting  place  of  the  Franklin  Street  bridge 
midway  between  Napoleon  Street  bridge  and 
its  former  location. 

Five  gasoline  storage  tanks  tossed  from  their 
foundations  by  the  Conemaugh  river^north 
end  of  Maple  Avenue. 


1.  As  the  Stonycreek  slowly  rose  on  Moxham: 
Bridge  Street  submerged. 

2.  No  trace  of  Ferndale-Moxham  bridge  except 
the  vacant  piers. 

Below:  This  photo,  taken  from  Plainfield  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  3:30,  shows  the  Ferndale  Moxham 
Bridge  just  a  few  minutes  before  the  water 
rose  over  it. 


1.  Residence  corner  Walnut  and  Lincoln  Streets. 

2.  Garage  roof  covering  an  auto^ — although  not  in 
the  usual  manner^ — — DuPont  Place. 

3.  Intersection  of  Vine,  Union  and  Stonycreek 
Streets  under  7  feet  of  water. 

4.  Market  Street  from  roof  of  Penn  Traffic  store. 
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Market  Street;  looking  from  Main  to  Washington 
Streets.  Note  the  telephone  poles  resting  atop 
automobile  in  front  of  Post  Office. 


Iron  Street;  with  P.  R. 
street  paving  was 


R.  Station  in  rear.  Not  how 
torn  up  by  the  wild  waters. 


Main  Street;  Market  to  Walnut.  Note  the  truck, 
one  of  many  used  in  bringing  out  persons  who 
had  been  marooned  in  buildings,  with  its  load 
of  thankful  people. 


Vine  Street;  showing  huge  piles  of  wreckage  which 
dotted  this  street.  Note  in  particular  the  debris 
in  front  of  V.  F.  W.  home.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
building  is  at  the  right  of  photo. 
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Washington  Street.  Walnut  to  Market.  Penn 
Traffic  display  windows,  usually  very  attrac- 
trive,  now  present  a  desolate  appearance. 


Franklin  Street  Bridge;  photo  taken  about  three 
hours  after  bridge  collapsed.  The  river,  at  the 
I  time,  only  four  feet  below  street  level. 
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Washington  Street;  Market  to  Walnut.  Persons 
on  Crystal  Hotel  fire  escape  have  a  vantage 
point  from  which  to  view  the  wreckage. 


Main  Street;  Market  to  Walnut.  Note  the  wrecked 
cars  at  this  corner.  One  is  overturned  in  front 

of  large  memorial  fountain.  . 

4; 


Overturned  autos  on  Locust  Street,  looking 
East  from  Franklin  Street. 

This  photo  shows  remains  of  the  Ferndale- 
Moxham  Bridge  swept  down-stream  to  a  point 
near  the  Johnstown  Poster  Advertising  plant. 
Note  the  huge  sand  drifts  in  rear  of  picture. 

A  huge  hopper  car  washed  into  the  Stonycreek 
river  bed  near  Kelso. 

Looking  West  on  Baumer  Street  early 
Wednesday  morning. 
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